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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR TESTING
MOBILE TERMINALS IN AN OFDM SYSTEM

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 12/472,430, which was the National Stage of Interna-
tional Application No. PCT/SE2008/051421, filed on Dec. 8,
2008, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Applica-
tion No. 61/061,290, filed on Jun. 13, 2008, the disclosures of
each of which are incorporated herein by reference in their
entirety.

BACKGROUND

Different types of User Equipment (UEs) performance
requirements are specified in the standard. In order to ensure
that UE meets these requirements, appropriate and relevant
test cases are also specified. During the tests all the downlink
radio resources are not typically needed for the user under
test. In practical circumstances several users receive trans-
mission simultaneously on different resources in a cell. To
make the tests as realistic as possible these remaining chan-
nels or radio resources should be transmitted in a manner that
mimics transmission to other users in a cell.

The objective of UE performance verification (or the so-
called UE performance tests) is to verify that UE fulfils the
desired performance requirements in a given scenario, con-
ditions and channel environment. By desired performance
requirements it is meant those specified in the standard or
requested by an operator or by any prospective customer. The
performance requirements span a very vast area of UE
requirements, such as:

UE RF receiver requirements e.g. receiver sensitivity

UE RF transmitter requirements e.g. UE transmit power

accuracy

UE demodulation requirements e.g. achievable throughput

Radio resource management requirements e.g. handover

delay

We can classify the UE verification into two categories:

Verification in lab

Verification in real network

Verification in Lab

In the verification in lab the base station is emulated by test
equipment, which is often termed as system simulator. Thus
all downlink transmission is done by the test equipment to the
test UE. During a test all common and other necessary UE
specific control channels are transmitted by the test equip-
ment. In addition a data channel, e.g. PDSCH in E-UTRAN,
is also needed to send necessary data and configure the UE.
Furthermore typically a single UE is tested at a time. In most
typical test cases the entire available downlink resources are
notused by the UE. However to make test realistic the remain-
ing downlink resources should also be transmitted to one or
multiple virtual users.

In Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access
(OFDMA) system the transmission resources comprises of
time-frequency resources called resource blocks, which are
sent with some transmit power level, as described in more
detail below. This type of resource allocation to generate load
in OFDMA will be referred to as Orthogonal Frequency
Division Multiplexing (OFDM) channel noise generator
(OCNG) in the following. Thus OCNG is sent to a plurality of
virtual users for loading the cell.

Verification in Real Network

These types of tests are demanded by the operators and are

performed in a real network. The test may comprise of single
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or multiple UEs. Prior to the network roll out or in an early
phase of deployment the traffic load is typically very low. In
classical tests the cell load is generated by increasing trans-
mission power on one or more common channels. However
operators are now increasingly demanding the network ven-
dors to generate cell load in realistic fashion for performing
tests. This means resources, which are not allocated to the test
users should be allocated to the virtual users emulating load in
the cell. Thus either all or large part of available resources i.e.
channels, transmit power etc is used in the tests. This requires
base station to implement the ability to transmit remaining
resources in order to generate load. Thus for OFDMA (i.e. in
E-UTRAN) OCNG is also deemed to be implemented in an
actual base station.
Noise Generation in WCDMA for UE Performance Verifica-
tion

In Wideband Code Division Multiple Access (WCDMA)
orthogonal channel noise simulator (OCNS) is used to load
cells in the test. The OCNS is implemented in both test
equipment and also possibly in the base station. In the former
case it is standardized in TS 25.101 and TS 25.133 for each
type of test or same for similar tests. The OCNS comprises of
channelization code and relative power. In a CDMA system
the position of channelization code in a code tree is sensitive
to intra-cell interference. Therefore more careful selection of
codes for OCNS and their power levels is needed. An example
of OCNS from TS 25.101 for UE demodulation tests is
quoted below:

TABLE 1

DPCH Channelization Code and relative
level settings for OCNS signal

Relative
Channelization Level setting
Code at SF = 128 (dB) (Note 1) DPCH Data (see NOTE 3)
2 -1 The DPCH data for each
11 -3 channelization code shall
17 -3 be uncorrelated with each
23 -5 other and with any wanted
31 -2 signal over the period of
38 -4 any measurement. For OCNS
47 -8 with transmit diversity
55 -7 the DPCH data sent to
62 -4 each antenna shall be
69 -6 either STTD encoded or
78 -5 generated from
85 -9 uncorrelated sources.
94 -10
125 -8
113 -6
119 0

(NOTE 1):

The relative level setting specified in dB refers only to the relationship between the OCNS
channels. The level of the OCNS channels relative to the lor of the complete signal is a
function of the power of the other channels in the signal with the intention that the power of
the group of OCNS channels is used to make the total signal add up to 1.

NOTE 2:

The DPCH Channelization Codes and relative level settings are chosen to simulate a signal
with realistic Peak to Average Ratio.
(NOTE 3):
For MBSEN, the group of OCNS channels represent orthogonal S-CCPCH channels instead
of DPCH. Transmit diversity is not applicable to MBSEFN which excludes STTD.
E-UTRAN Downlink Transmission

In E-UTRAN Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplex-
ing (OFDM) technology is used in the downlink, whereas
DFT based pre-coded OFDM is used in uplink. In E-UTRAN
the cell transmission bandwidth is divided into several time-
frequency resources. Most of these resources comprise of
resource blocks, which comprises of 0.5 ms (time slot) in time
domain and 12 sub-carriers each of 15 kHz in frequency
domain. However some of the resources used for common
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channels, e.g., Synchronization Channel (SCH) (primary and
synchronization sequences) or reference symbols, are trans-
mitted over one or more OFDM symbol in time domain in
each sub-frame. Some other control signals such as Physical
Control Format Indicator Channel (PCFICH), Physical
HARQ Indicator Channel (PHICH) and Physical Downlink
Control Channel (PDCCH) are also sent in specific OFDMA
symbol in each sub-frame. The resource blocks are used for
transmitted user data or some control signaling e.g. paging,
system information etc.

Furthermore E-UTRAN is a pure packet data designed
cellular system, in which transmissions of user data in uplink
and downlink always take place via shared channels. As simi-
lar to HSPA in UTRAN, the UE monitors physical downlink
control channels (PDCCH) in order to access UE dedicated
user data on the physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH)
and the network assigns uplink scheduling grants to the UE on
demand basis for uplink transmission via the physical uplink
control channel (PUCCH) and the physical uplink shared
channel (PUSCH). Error detection is provided on transport
blocks and control payloads through Cyclic Redundancy
Check (CRC) on PDSCH and PUSCH, and HARQ opera-
tions ensure efficient re-transmissions.

In E-UTRAN, no downlink transmit power control (TPC)
has been specified and uplink TPC commands are embedded
in the control payload mapped to PDCCH, which are sent
occasionally or frequently by the E-UTRAN base station
(eNodeB).

Downlink Physical Signals and Channels in E-UTRAN.

The physical layer signals and channels in E-UTRAN
downlink are:

Physical layer signals, i.e. reference signal (pilots) and

synchronization signals;

Physical broadcast channel (PBCH);

PDCCH and PDSCH,;

Physical control format indicator channel (PCFICH); and

Physical HARQ indicator channel (PHICH)

Following observations can be made:

Physical layer signals and PBCH are transmitted periodi-
cally;

Error detection via CRC of transport blocks mapped to
PBCH and PDSCH, and of control data mapped to
PDCCH;

Some uplink transmissions shall result in downlink
responses through the physical channels PDCCH and
PHICH.

The cell load is generated by OCNS in WCDMA, UTRAN
TDD or other CDMA systems. The same concept is not
needed in E-UTRAN since radio interface is based on
OFDMA technology, which is less sensitive to intra-cell
interference. But there is still some leakage across the sub-
carriers contributing to intra-cell interference due to transmit-
ter and receiver imperfections. However inter-cell interfer-
ence is not orthogonal and therefore it can still be
considerable in OFDMA like in CDMA. Currently no rules
on how to generate cell load for performing UE performance
test are available for OFDMA systems.

SUMMARY

Thus, the objective of this invention is to define rules for
loading the cell or test equipment based on OFDMA technol-
ogy in the downlink for performing UE tests in realistic
manner and according to well defined principles.

A first aspect of the present invention relates to a method
for performing tests of mobile terminals or UEs designed to
operate in an OFDMA system. During the test, all or part of

10

25

30

35

40

45

60

4

available downlink radio resources in a cell of the OFDMA
system are transmitted. One exemplary method comprises
allocating at least one set of contiguous resource blocks by:
allocating a first contiguous portion of the set of the resource
blocks to users of a first type; and allocating a second con-
tiguous portion of the set of resource blocks to users of a
second type. The test signals are then transmitted to the users
of the first type and the second type using the at least one
contiguous set of resource blocks

In one or more embodiments the first type of users are test
users, and the second type of users are virtual users. Since the
mobile terminals under test only decode mobile terminal
specific channels, and not the channels used for the virtual
users, the splitting of the transmitted resources means that the
decoding is made less complex. Thus, the method according
to this aspect of the invention, involving separating the
resources allocated for the mobile terminals under test and for
the virtual users respectively into separate unities in the fre-
quency domain, provides consistency to the test performance
by applying the specified rule that implies a low complexity
and constrain on the mobile terminals performing the test.

Here, the term “contiguous” has the meaning of a consecu-
tive, i.e continuous, arrangement within each unity.

Ina specific embodiment of the invention, the resources are
split such that one or more contiguous unities of resources in
the center of an available cell bandwidth are allocated to the
one or more mobile terminals under test, and one or more
contiguous unities of resources at the edges of said cell band-
width are allocated to virtual users.

In another specific embodiment, the resources are split
such that one or more contiguous unities of resources at the
edges of said cell bandwidth are allocated to the one or more
mobile terminals under test, and one or more contiguous
unities of resources in the center of an available cell band-
width are allocated to virtual users.

A second aspect of the invention relates to test apparatus
for testing mobile terminals designed to operate in an
OFDMA system. During testing, all or part of available
downlink radio resources available in a cell of the OFDMA
system are transmitted. In one exemplary embodiment, the
test apparatus comprises a processing unit configured to allo-
cate at least one set of contiguous resource blocks by: allo-
cating a first contiguous portion of the set of the resource
blocks to users of a first type; and allocating a second con-
tiguous portion of the set of resource blocks to users of a
second type. The test apparatus may further include a trans-
mitter operatively connected to the processing unit for trans-
mitting test signals to the users of the first type and the second
type using the at least one contiguous set of resource blocks.

In one or more embodiments the first type of users are test
users, and the second type of users are virtual users. Rules
governing virtual users to load cells could be specified in the
standard for all tests and should be implemented in the test
equipment. They may also be implemented in actual base
stations for verifying operator specific or standardized tests in
real network.

Thus, the test apparatus according to said second aspect of
the invention may e.g. be an OFDM simulator for simulating
an OFDM system or a radio base station capable of operating
in an OFDM system, such as an eNodeB (Evolved NodeB).

Other objects, advantages and novel features of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following detailed
description of the invention when considered in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings and claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages
of the invention will be apparent from the following detailed
description of preferred embodiments as illustrated in the
drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary allocation of radio
resources wherein resources at edges of cell transmission
bandwidth are allocated to virtual users;

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary allocation of radio
resources wherein radio resources in the center of cell trans-
mission bandwidth are allocated to virtual users;

FIG. 3 illustrates a method according to a first embodiment
of the invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates a method according to a second embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates a method according to a third embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates a test apparatus capable of carrying out
embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention can be exemplified in the following
non-limiting description of embodiments of the invention.

Typically only a single mobile terminal, also known as a
user equipment (UE) is tested at a time in a lab to verify that
the UE under test meets the performance requirements. When
test is performed in real network there can be one or multiple
UE but in any case the entire cell resources are rarely used.
Thus both in a lab or real network tests, the unused resources
are transmitted to non-existing virtual UEs to load the cell and
to thereby mimic a realistic scenario seen in an actual net-
work. The objective of this invention is to define rules, which
can be used to transmit both test UE(s) and virtual UEs when
verifying UE performance requirements in an OFDMA sys-
tem. In other words, rules should define the split of OFDMA
cell transmission resources between the test user(s) and the
virtual users, also referred to as OFDM channel noise gen-
erator (OCNG) users. According to embodiments of the
invention, resources allocated to the UE or UEs under test and
the virtual users are split into contiguous unities. The UE (or
UESs) under test does not decode OCNG channels, but only
has to decode UE specific channels such as PDSCH and other
UE specific channels, for example paging mapped on
PDSCH. The objective of OCNG, i.e. virtual users, is only to
load the cell in order to create realistic test environment, and
notto add complexity to the decoding of UE specific channels
e.g., PDSCH. Such unnecessary complexity would put addi-
tional constraint on the UE that is not relevant for the test
performance itself. For the test performance, it is desirable to
isolate the test environment from influence that is not relevant
for the test. Unnecessary complexity could cause such prob-
lems for the UE under test that the purpose of the test being
lost, and thus the test would be of no use. Furthermore,
randomly generated or distributed arrangement of resources
allocated to the UE under test could also lead to inconsistent
test results.

FIG. 3 illustrates a method according to an embodiment of
the invention, performed by a transmitting unit for example a
base station or a system simulator. The test performance is
started in step 301. In step 302, the resources to be transmitted

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

in the test are split in the frequency domain such that certain
contiguous unit or units is/are allocated to the UE or UEs
under test, and certain other contiguous unit or units is/are
allocated to virtual users, also referred to as OCNG users. The
transmitting unit thereafter transmits according to said split,
step 303.

The embodiments described in the following apply to veri-
fication tests in lab as well as those done in a real network.

According to an embodiment of the invention, all the avail-
able cell resources (i.e. in test equipment that mimics base
station or an actual base station in case of real network test)
are divided into three main groups: X, Y and Z. They are
allocated as follows:

Group X resources are allocated to common channels,
whose position in time and frequency domains are well
specified. Examples of common channels are: SCH,
PBCH, reference symbols, PCFICH, PDCCH etc

Group Y resources are allocated to the test user(s).

Group Z resources are indeed OCNG and are allocated to
virtual users, also called OCNG users.

Since common channel allocation is already well defined
in the standard, the embodiments described herein will focus
on how cell resources are split between group Y, i.e. resources
allocated to the test users, and group Z, i.e. resources allo-
cated to OCNG users.

In radio resource management (RRM) tests such as tests
related to handover or cell reselection, typically two or more
cells are used, where for instance one of the cells is a target
cell. Group, i.e. the resources allocated to the test users, is in
that case used for configuring UE via the initial or a serving
cell. This means that as a special case the Y group can be zero
in one or more of the cells involved in some RRM tests.

According to one specific embodiment, the resources are
allocated such that OCNG users are allocated resource blocks
at the edges of the cell bandwidth, while the test user(s) is/are
allocated resource blocks (i.e. group Y) in the middle of the
cell transmission bandwidth in contiguous manner. Typically,
the common channels such as SCH, PBCH, reference sym-
bols, PCFICH, PDCCH are also located in the center of the
bandwidth. Thus, the resource blocks allocated to the virtual
users i.e. group Z, are arranged in contiguous unities in fre-
quency domain at the edges of the cell bandwidth and sched-
uled and transmitted to OCNG users, i.e. virtual users. This
arrangement is shown in FIG. 1. A method according to this
embodiment, performed by a transmitting unit, for example a
base station or a system simulator, is illustrated in FIG. 4. The
test performance is started in step 401. In step 402, the
resources to be transmitted in the test are split in the frequency
domain such that a contiguous unit of resource blocks in the
center of the cell bandwidth is allocated to the UE or UEs
under test, while a contiguous unit of resource blocks at each
edge of the cell bandwidth is allocated to virtual users, also
referred to as OCNG users. The transmitting unit thereafter
transmits according to said split of resources, step 403.

According to an alternative specific embodiment, the
resources are allocated such that OCNG users are allocated
resource blocks in the middle of the cell bandwidth, while the
test user(s) is/are allocated resource blocks (i.e. group Y) at
one or both edges of the cell transmission bandwidth in con-
tiguous manner. Thus, the resource blocks allocated to virtual
users, i.e. group Z, are arranged in contiguous unities in
frequency domain in the center of the cell bandwidth and are
transmitted to OCNG users, i.e. virtual users when carrying
out the test. This arrangement where OCNG is transmitted in
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center of the bandwidth is shown in FIG. 2. A method accord-
ing to this embodiment, performed by a transmitting unit for
example a base station or a system simulator, is illustrated in
FIG. 5. The test performance is started in step 501. In step
502, the resources to be transmitted in the test are split in the
frequency domain such that a contiguous unit of resource
blocks at each edge of the cell bandwidth is allocated to the
UE or UEs under test, while a contiguous unit of resource
blocks in the center of the cell bandwidth is allocated to
virtual users, also referred to as OCNG users. The transmit-
ting unit thereafter transmits according to said split of
resources, step 503.

The allocation of resource blocks between the test users
and the virtual users may be fixed, for example such that 50%
of all available resource blocks are allocated to the test
user(s). For instance in case of 10 MHz bandwidth there are in
total 50 resource blocks (RBs), out of which 25 RBs can be
allocated to test user(s). In lab test there is typically only one
user and therefore all 25 RBs would be assigned to this user.
In case of two or more test users the resource blocks can be
equally split between the users or split with difterent propor-
tion depending upon the type of information to be sent to
these users. Dummy data may be transmitted in case the
resources allocated to the UE under test are redundant for the
test user. This will keep the number of resource blocks con-
stant in group Y and make the test case more stable. The
dummy data may comprise of some random sequences,
which are stored in the test equipment and periodically sent to
the virtual OCNG users.

In a specific arrangement there will be one resource block
assigned per each individual OCNG user i.e. there will be as
many OCNG users as the number of resource blocks in group
Z. In the example above (10 MHz bandwidth) there should
according to this rulebe 25 OCNG users (i.e. 1 RB per OCNG
user). A low bit rate data (e.g. voice service) can be transmit-
ted to OCNG users. In another arrangement there can be
fewer OCNG users than the number of resource blocks in
group Z, whereby more than one resource block are allocated
to each OCNG user. For instance in the above example, if we
have five OCNG users, then five resource blocks are allocated
to each OCNG user.

It should be noted that in specific embodiments, power can
be different on different resource blocks due to power boost-
ing on some channels to improve coverage. This may depend
upon the specific test case.

Typically, Quadrature Phase Shift Keying (QPSK) could
be used for the modulation of the OCNG transmission. How-
ever, depending upon the test also higher order modulation
could be used. In a specific embodiment, the modulation used
for resources allocated to the virtual users 604 is the same as
used for the one or more UEs 603 under test.

In case MIMO (multiple transmit and receive antennas,
transmit diversity, cyclic delay diversity, etc) is used, the
OCNG can be transmitted from uncorrelated sources, i.e.
uncorrelated transmit antennas. Alternatively depending
upon the type of test the OCNG can use the same MIMO
transmission method and the same correlation model which is
used for data transmission to the test user.

FIG. 6 illustrates schematically a transmitting unit 600,
which can be a base station such as an eNodeB in the case
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where the test is performed in a real network, or a test equip-
ment such as a system simulator in the case where the test is
performed in a lab. For the sake of clarity, only units that are
relevant for this invention are illustrated in this figure. A
processing unit 601 is configured to split the resources to be
used for transmission into contiguous unities in the frequency
domain according to a specific rule, and a transmitter 602 is
configured to transmit to the UE 603 under test and to virtual
users 604, also referred to as OCNG users.

Thus, embodiments of the present invention provide the
advantages that:

The load generation in a test is simplified and testing com-
plexity is reduced.

The load generation in a base station such as an e-NodeB is
simplified based on the rules above for load tests in real
networks.

Performance requirements can be properly verified since
consistent rules for generating load in the cell are used in
the tests since well defined load generation will allow
easy distinction between the performance of good and
bad UEs.

An implementation of the invention is exemplified in the
following, which constitutes an example of how embodi-
ments of the invention could be included in TS 36.133 version
8.4.0:

OP.1 FDD: OCNG FDD Pattern 1 (outer resource blocks allocation)

Relative power level Ypzp [dB]

Subframe
0 5 1-4, 6-9
Allocation Cp Control region OFDM symbols™Ve 2 PDSCH
Npra lenggh 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 Data
0-12 N 0 0 0 Note 1
37-49 N 0 0 0

Note 1: Eachphysical resource block (PRB) is assigned to an individual virtual UE. The data
for each virtual UE shall be uncorrelated with data from other virtual UEs over the period of
any measurement. The data shall be QPSK modulated. The parameter yppp is used to scale
the power of PDSCH.

Note 2The control region consists of PCFICH, PHICH and PDCCH.
Number of OFDM symbols belonging to the control region may vary between subframes.
N: Normal

TABLE A3.2.1.2-1

OP.2 FDD: OCNG FDD Pattern 2 (Full bandwidth allocation)

Relative power level Ypzp [dB]

Subframe
0 5 1-4, 6-9
Allocation CP Control region OFDM symbols™* 2 PDSCH
Npra lenggh 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 Data
0-49 N 0 0 0 Note 1

Note 1: Eachphysical resource block (PRB) is assigned to an individual virtual UE. The data
for each virtual UE shall be uncorrelated with data from other virtual UEs over the period of
any measurement. The data shall be QPSK modulated. The parameter yppp is used to scale
the power of PDSCH.

NeteThe control region consists of PCFICH, PHICH and PDCCH.

Number of OFDM symbols belonging to the control region may vary between subframes.

N: Normal
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OP.1 TDD: OCNG TDD Pattern 1 (outer resource blocks allocation)
for 5 ms downlink-to-uplink switch-point periodicity

Relative power level Ypzp [dB]

Subframe
0 5 3,4, 8,9Nee2 1,6
Allocation Cp Control region OFDM symbols™¥ee 3 PDSCH
Npra length 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 Data
0-12 N 0 0 0 Table Note 1
37-49 N 0 0 0 A3.221-2

Note 1: Each physical resource block (PRB) is assigned to an individual virtual UE. The data for each virtual UE
shall be uncorrelated with data from other virtual UEs over the period of any measurement. The data shall be
QPSK modulated. The parameter ypgp is used to scale the power of PDSCH.

Note 28 11bframes available for DL transmission depends on the Uplink-Downlink configuration defined in Table
4.2-2in 3GPP TS 36.211 [16].

Note 3The control region consists of PCFICH, PHICH and PDCCH. Number of OFDM symbols belonging to the
control region may vary between subframes.

N: Normal
OP.1 TDD: OCNG TDD Pattern 1 ((outer resource blocks allocation) for special
subframe configuration with 5 ms downlink-to-uplink switch-point periodicity
Relative power level Ypzp [dB]
Special subframe configuration
0 1 2 3 4 5 6
Allocation Cp Control region OFDM symbols

0-12 N 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
37-49 N 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Note 1:

Special subframe configurations are defined in Table 4.2-1 in TS 36.211 [16].

TABLE A3.2.2.2-1

OP.2 TDD: OCNG TDD Pattern 2 (full bandwidth allocation) for
5 ms downlink-to-uplink switch-point periodicity

Relative power level Ypzp [dB]

Subframe
0 5 3,4,8,9Nere2 1,6
Allocation CP Control region OFDM symbols™* 3 PDSCH
Npra length 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 Data
0-49 N 0 0 0 Table Note 1

A3.222-2

Note 1: Each physical resource block (PRB) is assigned to an individual virtual UE. The data for each virtual UE
shall be uncorrelated with data from other virtual UEs over the period of any measurement. The data shall be
QPSK modulated. The parameter ypgp is used to scale the power of PDSCH.

% 2gubframes available for DL transmission depends on the Uplink-Downlink configuration in Table 4.2-2 in
3GPP TS 36.211 [16].
Note 3The control region consists of PCFICH, PHICH and PDCCH. Number of OFDM symbols belonging to the
control region may vary between subframes.
N: Normal
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OP.2 TDD: OCNG TDD Pattern 2 (full bandwidth allocation) for special subframe
configuration with 5 ms downlink-to-uplink switch-point periodicity

Relative power level Ypzp [dB]
Special subframe configuration

0 1 2 3 4 5
Control region OFDM symbols

Allocation Cp

Nprp  lemgth 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1

2

0-49 N 0 0 0 0 0 0

Note 1:
Special subframe configurations are defined in Table 4.2-1 in 3GPP TS 36.211 [16].

The abbreviations used in the specification have the fol-
lowing meanings:

The present invention may, of course, be carried out in
other ways than those specifically set forth herein without
departing from essential characteristics of the invention. The
present embodiments are to be considered in all respects as
illustrative and not restrictive.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for testing Orthogonal Frequency-Division
Multiplexing (OFDM) mobile terminals, the method com-
prising:
splitting radio resources available in a cell of an OFDM
system into contiguous unities in the frequency domain;

wherein the radio resources of one or more of the contigu-
ous unities in the center of an available cell bandwidth
are allocated to one or more mobile terminals being
tested; and

wherein the radio resources of at least one of the contigu-

ous unities at the edges of said cell bandwidth are allo-
cated to virtual mobile terminals.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising allocating
one resource block out of the contiguous unities to each of a
plurality of virtual mobile terminals.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is performed
by an Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access
(OFDMA) simulator capable of simulating an OFDMA sys-
tem.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is performed
by a base station capable of operating in an Orthogonal Fre-
quency Division Multiple Access (OFDMA) system.

5. A test apparatus for testing mobile terminals in an
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access (OFDMA)
system, the test apparatus comprising:

aprocessing circuit configured to split radio resources in an

OFDMA cell into contiguous unities in the frequency
domain;

wherein the radio resources of one or more of the contigu-

ous unities in the center of an available cell bandwidth
are allocated to one or more mobile terminals being
tested; and
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wherein the radio resources of at least one of the contigu-
ous unities at the edges of said cell bandwidth are allo-
cated to virtual mobile terminals.

6. The test apparatus of claim 5, wherein the processing
circuit is configured to allocate one resource block out of the
contiguous unities available to each of a plurality of virtual
mobile terminals.

7. The test apparatus of claim 5, wherein the processing
circuit is configured to use QPSK modulation for test signals
transmitted on the radio resources allocated to virtual mobile
terminals.

8. The test apparatus of claim 5, wherein the processing
circuit unit is configured to allocate the radio resources in a
fixed manner.

9. The test apparatus of claim 5, wherein said test apparatus
comprises an OFDMA simulator capable of simulating an
OFDMA system.

10. The test apparatus of claim 5, wherein said test appa-
ratus comprises a base station capable of operating in an
OFDMA system.

11. A method for testing Orthogonal Frequency-Division
Multiplexing (OFDM) mobile terminals, the method com-
prising:

splitting radio resources available in a cell of an OFDM

system into contiguous unities in the frequency domain;
wherein the radio resources of one or more of the contigu-
ous unities at the edges of said cell bandwidth are allo-
cated to one or more mobile terminals being tested; and
wherein the radio resources of at least one of the contigu-
ous unities in the center of an available cell bandwidth
are allocated to virtual mobile terminals.

12. A test apparatus for testing mobile terminals in an
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access (OFDMA)
system, the test apparatus comprising:

aprocessing circuit configured to split radio resources in an

OFDMA cell into contiguous unities in the frequency
domain;
wherein the radio resources of one or more of the contigu-
ous unities at the edges of said cell bandwidth are allo-
cated to one or more mobile terminals being tested; and

wherein the radio resources of at least one of the contigu-
ous unities in the center of an available cell bandwidth
are allocated to virtual mobile terminals.
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